
NOR’WESTER THERAPY DOGS 
Canine Partners in Education 

 

MAKE THE MOST OUT OF YOUR THERAPY DOG 

 
Hopefully these ideas will serve as a springboard for your own creative ideas to maximize the 
presence of your therapy dog.  The generic name *ROVER* has been used where you can 
substitute the name of your therapy dog. 
 
Remember, your creativity is unlimited in ways to use the therapy dog. Always discuss your 
ideas with the handler first to be certain that the activity is acceptable for the dog’s welfare.  
 
BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT: 
~  Instead of using a stoplight, use puppies. Move them out of the doghouse for a warning, and 
further and further for each infraction. 
 
~  Use dog dishes or pockets for a behavior chart. Put a series of bones in each one. Title: NO 
BONES ABOUT GOOD BEAHVIOR.  Pull bones for misbehavior and earn bones for good behavior 
and task persistence. This theme can also be used with students helpers who are called WATCH 
DOGS. 
 
~  Acquire “golden tokens” from the Crayola Factory.  Students with behavior issues can earn 
golden tokens for extra time with their therapy dog.  (Carla Foy – Richboro Elementary) 
 
BLOG: 
~  Have a ROVER BLOG where students can share the books they are reading in class or for their 
therapy dog visit – a great idea for writing practice and to discuss books.   
 
BULLETIN BOARDS: 
~  Make a big doghouse and put a bunch of little puppies with the students’ names on them. “A 
DOGGONE GOOD CLASS.” 
 
~Use dog themed fabric to cover a bulletin board. Some ideas are LEASH LAWS for classroom 
rules – FIRED UP FOR THIRD GRADE with a large dog and fire hydrant. 



CLASS REWARD: 
~  Add spots to a big dog to work towards a class reward. 
 
~  On a bulletin board post the title ROVER’S BUDDIES. Pin paper bones around a picture of the 
therapy dog with each child’s name on a bone.  At the end of the day any student who got in 
trouble or forgot homework, etc. will turn their bone around so their name is not showing. At 
the end of the week the teacher collects all bones with the names still facing forward and put 
them into a bucket. One to three bones are drawn, and those students get a reward.  It can be 
extra time with the therapy dog or an item from the prize basket.  
 
~  ROVER TROPHY AWARD given in January and June for 85% (or whatever percentage you 
want) for attendance, work habits, and behavior, etc… 
 
GAMES: 
~  Make up ROVER WORD GAMES as a way to learn new words and to develop a larger 
vocabulary.  ROVER FLASH CARDS can serve as reading remediation – word recognition. 
 
~  THERAPY DOG BINGO:  Make bingo cards with 25 words/pictures/symbols related to the class 
therapy dog. Small dog treats can be used to cover the squares as the word/picture/symbol is 
called. 
 
LIBRARY: 
~  Allow one or two students to go to the library with their therapy dog to select books they 
would like to read to the dog or books for personal enjoyment which they can write about in 
their journal or diary.  **IMPORTANT NOTE: Therapy dogs are not permitted to go into other 
classrooms without prior approval from the principal, and they must have an escort. 
 
MATH AND MEASUREMENT: 
~  Use the therapy dog to develop measurement skills.  Students can measure the dog’s neck, 
body length, tail length, height, leg length, etc…. 
 
ORAL SKILLS: 
~  Have the children read aloud to the therapy dog for 10 to 15 minutes. 
 
~  Have a student take the handler and TD to another class to introduce them to the teacher 
and children and tell the class about the dog. This is a good time to share rules for approaching 
the therapy dog and handler in the hallways. ** IMPORTANT NOTE: Allergy clearance and 
administrative approval must be done before going into another classroom 
 
~  Have a Young Author Day and have each child read their story or poem to the class. Invite 
parents and the principal. 
 
 
PAW PRINTS: 



~  Print out large pawprints and put them on the floor of your room or up the wall. Write book 
titles on each pawprint to show how many books the children have read during a marking 
period or for the year.  
 
 
READING CORNER: 
~  Create a cozy reading corner and name it after your therapy dog – i.e. ROVER’S POUND, etc…  
Add some fun pillows and stuffed dogs. Encourage students to bring in photos of their dogs and 
post them on the wall.  
 
~  WRAP YOUR PAWS AROUND A GOOD BOOK 
 
~  Set up a basket of “dog” books which students can choose for independent reading.  The 
books have been read in class or introduced (book talked) to the students – they must be 
centered around dogs. These books are hot items – in great demand among the students. 
Sometimes a student will request that a certain book is added to the basket.  (Carla Foy – 
Richboro Elementary) 
 
RESEARCH: 
~  Have the students do a research project about their therapy dog’s breed.  If the dog is a 
mixed breed, the handler will tell you what breeds are most likely in the dog’s bloodlines. The 
students can then research those breeds. Be certain to lead the research by giving the students 
specific facts to locate. (i.e. How did the breed originate?  What is the breed standard? (color, 
size, features) etc… 
 
STUDENT OF THE WEEK OR MONTH: 
~  Make a banner that reads A STUDENT TO BARK ABOUT and put information about that 
student below the banner.  Perhaps the student of the week or month could then do something 
special with the therapy dog. The handler will determine what is appropriate.  
 
~  Student of the week or month can be TOP DOG OF THE WEEK / MONTH. 
 
WRITING: 
~  Have the children write stories or poems about their therapy dog. 
 
~  Children can keep a ROVER JOURNAL or DIARY to record thoughts about books they have 
read to the therapy dog.  Teachers can come up with their own requirements for what needs to 
be recorded in the journal or diary.  
 
~  MAKE YOUR PET A STAR -- Have the children bring in a picture of their pet and write a story 
about their pet. It can be imaginary or something that actually happened. If they do not have a 
pet, have them bring in a picture of an animal about which they would like to writ 
 
WEBSITES: 



Teaching ideas and lesson plans on websites often serve as springboards for your adaptations 
to fit your students and class. Here are a few that are particularly good. 

All the URLs listed were working when this webpage was fully updated in January 2011. Be 
aware that URLs change and disappear. These sites are provided simply as good examples. 

**  Examples of Materials That Can Be Adapted For Therapy                                                                      
a collection of resources by Judith Maginnis Kuster  

 http://www.mnsu.edu/comdis/kuster2/sptherapy.html  

**  Reading Rockets: Teaching kids to read and helping those who struggle   

 http://www.readingrockets.org/article/385?gclid=CNOmvMbdh5wCFeFM5Qod0Rtp-g 

**  read●write●think 

http://www.readwritethink.org/ 

**  Lesson Planet (search engine for teachers)                                                                          Ideas 
for teaching writing 

http://www.lessonplanet.com/search?media=lesson&keywords=writing&commit=Search&gr
ade=All+Grades&rating=2&OVRAW=lesson%20plans%20for%20writing&OVKEY=lesson%20pl
an%20for%20writing&OVMTC=standard&OVADID=54782090511&OVKWID=352099843011&
ysmwa=ty09EzgY4JYIS3n2xEY0ijpOmpBeewbiNtxsQCIiXltT3gwdR9EVXMLjf2H9HdUY 

**  Lesson Plan Search    (plans and ideas for teaching writing) 

http://www.lessonplansearch.com 

**  Oral Communication activities 

http://www.storyarts.org/lessonplans/index.html 

**  Story Arts Online 

http://www.storyarts.org/ 

 **  Nor’wester Readers Website:                                                                                
www.norwesterreaders.org 

**  HotChalk Lesson Plan Page 
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/ 
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**  teAchnology: The Online Teacher Resource 
www.teach-nology.com 
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